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FAQs 
(FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS) 

Tony Cox Community Fund 
1.  Where can a list of funding guidel ines be found? 
To download the Tony Cox Communi ty Fund please go to http://www.cablepositive.org/programs.html 
 
2.  How do I know what level of funding my organization qualifies for? 
The funding levels are based on the number of  television households in the communi ty you serve. 
 
Your cable partner is able to provide you with those figures.  
The following three funding levels are available: 

• $3,000-Alpha Cable System (up to 150,000 television households) 
• $5,000-Beta Cable System (150,001 - 300,000 television households) 
• $7,000-Gamma Cable System (more than 300,000 television households) 

 
3. What types of projects are eligible for funding?  
Funding is available for:  

• HIV/AIDS-related programs 
• PSAs  
• Local communi ty outreach projects.   
 

4. What are local community outreach projects? 
Include but are not limi ted to: 

• World AIDS Day (December 1)  
• National HIV Testing Day (June 27) events, 
• AIDS Rides/Walks 
• Fundraising events (screenings) 
• Other joint efforts between ASOÕs and local cable systems 

 
5.  Does the fund cover salary and general expenses? 
No. Funds may not be used for: 

• Salary 
• Administration costs 
• Rental fees for event space 
• Air time 
• Insurance 

  
6.  Can funds be used to finish an already existing project? 
No. Tony Cox Communi ty Fund grants may not be used as Òfinishing fundsÓ to complete projects that are in 
progress.   
 
7.  Does an AIDS Service Organization (ASO) have to partner with a local cable system to receive 
funding? 
Yes. All projects must be completed in conjunction with a local cable system.  Depending on your project, your 
partnering cable system can; 

• Air your PSA/program 
• Provide you with production assistance 
• Help promote your event, etc.  

 
8.  What does the cable system agreement have to say? 
Your cable system agreement must state: 

• Cable systemÕs involvement in your project.  
• Cable systemÕs commitment to telecast program/PSA 
• Cable systemÕs number of subscribers 
• Amount of  total in-kind media donation from cable system 
• Mi nimum number of spots the cable system will commit to air 
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• Details of  production assistance (only if the cable system is involved with production) 
• Signature f rom the cable systemÕs Communi ty Relations or of Public Relations representative 

9.  Must projects be cable exclusive? 
Yes. All PSAs and programs can ONLY air on cable television.   

• Proposals will not be considered for funding that include plans to air on broadcastÑ  
 i.e. CBS, NBC, ABC, etc.  
 
10.  Can funds be used to purchase airtime on a local cable system? 
No. Grant funds may not be used to purchase any airtime!  
 
11. How important is a comprehensive and detailed budget? 
If  the following is not included in the submitted budget the application is considered incomplete and will not be 
considered for funding: 

• I tems that the Tony Cox Communi ty Fund will specifi cally fi nance 
• Cable sponsor in-kind donation of  air time (# of spots, $ of spots, total in-kind media value) 
• Cable sponsor in-kind production assistance 
• In-kind donations 
• Other grants 
• Personal expenses 
• Marketing costs (radio and/or print ad) 
• Production costs (editing, music, DVD copies, actors, script writing) 

 
13.  Does a producer need to partner with a 501© (3) organization to receive funding? 
Yes. Funded programs/projects must be completed in conjunction with a local 501 © (3) organization that 
specifi cally addresses HIV/AIDS in their communi ty. This organization can help provide the necessary 
information regarding HIV/AIDS in your communi ty. (All checks will be made payable to this organization 
only). 
 
14. Can you clarify the grant submission deadline?   
Post-marked deadline:  

• Must be post marked by the deadline or 
• Emailed day of  deadline or 
• Messengered the day of the deadline to Cable Posi tiveÕs New York Offi ce 
• Only proposals submitted on time will be considered for funding.   
• For the post-marked deadline date continuously check the Cable Positive website  

 
15.  After a proposal is submitted, how long will it take to be notified whether or not it has been 
awarded funding? 
The earliest is one month. 
 
16.  Will all of the awarded funds be disbursed upon grant approval? 
No. Grantees will receive half of the funds upon grant approval and half upon completion.   
(this is non-negotiable!) 
 
17. What needs to be submitted in order to receive the second half of funding? 
The grantee must provide the following:                                           

• A completed and aired Program/PSA  
• Copy of  program or PSA (VHS or Beta and DVD) 
• Affidavi t (cable sponsor will provide this to you)  
• Final Report 
o Final expense report 

 Copy of  all  receipts 
o Results report (preliminary results based on their submitted plans for tracking results)  
o Promotional/campaign/event materials 

 Photos 
 Press Releases 
 Brochures 
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 News coverage 
 Swag 
 

18. How long does a grantee have to complete their project?  
6 Months. Generally, funds advanced must be returned within 180 days i f the funded PSA/program/outreach 
effort is not completed or is cancelled.   
(exceptions are possible for projects that demonstrate a need to extend this timeframe).   
 
19. What are some common mistakes that cause applications to be denied funding? 

• Budget includes using the Tony Cox Communi ty Fund award for air time 
• A non-detailed budget 
• The cable system agreement is signed by a sales manager  
• The measuring of  results is not strong  
• Any out-of-date or recycled cable sponsor agreement  

 
  
 


